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Medical advances
are helping
many with HIV
find life past 5'2
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EDITOR'S NOTE

been a tremendously sad
sto
The toll of lives cut short

F or a long time, AIDS has

has touched so many people.

The impact in the United
States and around the world
has been terrible.

While not minimizing the
devastation of HIV/AIDS, news
has gotten a bit more hopeful in
recent years. Greater under-
standing of the disease, coupled
with development of powerful
newdrugs,hasledmpmple
with it living much longer.

Today’s cover story is, in
effect, a result of those medical
advances. Whereas, a decade or
two ago, people who contracted
the disease would too often die
in a few years, they are now
much more likely to live into
their 50s, 60s and beyond.

luﬂ:eﬁimm,mure[.mm Ie
will likely live with v
mmthmr.rlctTwnﬁm Tragi-
cally, they will be hurt by a
disease still without a vaccine or
mﬂutulmbcucrfnrpmph
to live longer, more uctive
lives even with the disease.

Bettina Marks, author of

. today’s cover story, worked

hard to define the scope and
implications of this slice of the
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AIDS story. Marks was persis-
tent in finding and gaining the
trust of le with HIV/AIDS
s0 she could tell their stories.

When you read about people
like Antonio Williams, Peter
Bﬂmandlmeh!ylﬂ. there
comes a determination
and a hopefulness fueled by
personal strength and medical
progress, | think there’s much
fior us to learn from them.

E]ecgml ﬂnaqt;arawaf
su hg?ernu indulge me
a mention of one of the high-
lights of my year so far — seeing
Bruce Springsteen and his amaz-
ing Seeger Sessions band in
New Jersey last weekend.

I saw plenty of Act Two
meaning in the show, watching
the incredible creativity of
musicians far from
garage band days. [ was way
back, but I could tell the talent
was well aged, starting from
Springsteen (56) and stretching
through a brilliant brass section
that included a tuba star, Art

Baron, also 56. Not to mention
that most of the music was from

the songbook of legend Pete
Seeger, 87 and stlll going.
Popular music has many
prominent older artists these
days. Some say i’s because
there aren't any fresh ideas,
Springsteen’s tour proves other-
wise — the Act Two generation
is 4 font of innovation that
influences many others much
younger. Speaking of that, the
audience wasn't all older folks.
There were plenty til; hip 20-

I.astljrfﬂt today, let me plug
our first ever photo contest
again. We have a growing pile of
wonderful entries. July 10 is the
deadline, and there's a coupon
with mfntmal:mn on BY.

A more hopeful AIDS story
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in life's second half

With good care and a creative soul
many are surviving HIV
and reshaping their lives

BY BETTIMNA MARKS
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essie Myles stood proudly recently as
her son received a master's degree in
education. It was not a sight she took
for granted; she had been diagnosed
in 1987 with HIV.

Now Sl and living in Hemp-
stoad, My lea says she has
wiscked bard o iﬂdp ]
Baradth i MTOERE A ;'I-'-u..h:u-
rriang cTercie, RErHMOn
il A prsiliYe o lock, Sher's
writlen two booloe about hee
emperences living with MV,
ndd mhe comaplains more showt
M nguse AYpoama than the
scke etfects of HIY medics
o dw Taked

Arriormie Wiklizms, 6l wia
also lves in Hempstead, car-
ries o Bible with him wherever
b goen wtwd cpuistes syl pussag-
o frosm measory. He W
Hmgpramers] with TV in 20800
and has preten arosiph niee
et ol poermonia. <1 wa
very angry of fires” he sy,
“haut mow ['m 4 peace payc o
ogically. When you struggde
with & sbhisailon, vou gl ki
—

Teter Diel oo, 15, is Pedirmd
living en Melberose on his pen
wkeen pmad Sowcinl Secarity. Bl hae
plars 1o emroll in comesdy ¢lis
=4 s ithe fall and take hin brand
oo termmne o tape. He w
diagrerd with ALDS in

Thrirs srr Eee Shomes of pade
e Erving with HIV /7 ALDA on
Long lalamd and in Crieens bat
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e S ke apw T g the
israne Sush i FE Gl &
el ivwly semall part of the
rreral] peysiatien wrh ihe
drper. bt ® i3 8 grorermng grosg
— i | ege part becmese mndic
abvances aré allowing people
with the disease to live loeger
o v by enson strtus ookl
o, dectors ael otbers sy
inrreases in eroal sy
AMONY SRS, cominected b
cirpgs much a0 Viegra and the
babry boomes capectations a
ey groow obder, are fuellng nerw
AT cones

The aver-3) group wilh the
disenie laoes increased lomgevi-
Ly Ehaiy ekl ikl 5 Tesdd b0 o 20
Foary s, N Al Lol
challernges. Garneral bealth
profdsdeams crEnecTed wilh
advancing age complicaie the
dns Wit uill u1u1 ek i L ol
the dinsases, 2octally, senbors
with AIDS, partcuilarly thoss
i theetr Gl and 708, Feel &
vreere relamed oo the dise s
thist mamy younges people do
aol werEise [hsr pEnerslson
handled sexuality, especially
thie honsme vaalbty often asaoc
abesl wrigh ALDS, so ddTesemiby.

Pty Jackesore, 5 enclal
wrw ey ® Rorth Shooe | idvers
v Mosputad in Manbamrs, sy
“there sl exests the stipma
surrimemeding the diseaso sl e
feear b thmse ovver 5 wihnr are
e e il @ It CORBrRD-
FEwr it B re P R e e
alvir a POLURETT Pooyier sbwoul
iy TR g Tl J';h‘l P 6l
i spreail, ned onat, thit Cheey 1] be
patracized both socinfly end
jof Al i I.-l”'| -

A I-|'.1.L|.E vy thee fisteal
Centrrs Sl [Py | setfas
et Jod O rhe Law
avalable year, there weis
L2447 people betwern Hewe ajtes
ol S i &8 Hvimg with
HIV # AIDS in the Unied Stakes,
mrsd 1D e 58 aoned olalerw
I\-.-TL- v B0 ey FITY O ALDSS
!TT.'I"J'I'H“\F\_. abwwt 1 syl o
sl dustal] ¢ qmes wa the R ry

The Mew York Seate [hepar:
ment of Health reported X1 08]

le i S0 with the disease
mmu: siate i 2004 Long
Dularml s wluife wad it et 5
sommerwhal more e LINE Bas
Dir. Josply MllcCeonrmn, dbrector
of ithe Cemler for ALDS Reseaich
& Trostment af Morth Shoie
Univenity Hospizal says the
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Lessie Myfes, 54, of Hompstead, has written two books about
dealing with HI'V and says she is physleally much batiar now

than s
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“Sex o the Suburbe,” an
indormative program crealed
by Pmitive SPACE, o fsapral-

was wien ihe was diagnosed i 1587

i lseadth group, b an ap-
prosch o providing oo 3
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Fran M- Dermsoll, peogr=m
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Climlc at Massa) University
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